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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THAT  the  philanthropic  purposes  for 
which  the  present  discovery  is  made  public , 
may  be  fully  answered ,  the  sale  of  it  is  not 
confined  to  one  Agent ,  229,  Strand,  near 
Temple  Bar ;  but  it  may  be  had  of  all  the 
respectable  Medicine  Venders  in  Town  and 
Country .  In  order  also  to  accommodate  the 
circumstances  of  every  rank  of  society ,  the 
Bo  r  of  Preventive  is  charged  only  2.9.  9 d.  which 
is  the  smallest  Price  of  any  other  Patent  Medi¬ 
cine  ;  by  this  it  will  appear  what  are  the  Author's 
real  benevolent  intentions ,  that,  by  the  general 
use  of  this  Remedy ,  the  disease  may  be ,  if  pos¬ 
sible^  in  a  certain  period  of  time ,  totally  ex¬ 
terminated,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  substitute 
for  small  Pox  has  so  greatly  curtailed  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  that  dreadful  malady  since  its  disco¬ 
very  and  application  by  Doctor  Jenner . 
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\  • 

TREATISE 

ON  THE 

PREVENTION,  &c. 


The  introduction  of  the  Venereal  Disease 
into  Europe,  forms  a  memorable  era  in  the 
history  of  medicine.  Like  the  appearance  of  a 
plague,  or  pestilence,  it  spread  its  ravages  every 
where,  without  regard  to  age,  condition,  or  sex, 
and  the  virtuous  were  equally  involved,  as  w  ell 
as  the  vicious,  in  its  destructive  progress.  The 
physicians  alarmed,  knew  not  what  aid  to  apply 
against  this  unaccountable,  and,  till  then,  un¬ 
known  malady.  The  principles  on  which  they 
proceeded  in  the  treatment  of  other  diseases, 
were  here  fruitless  and  unavailing.  The  rapi¬ 
dity  with  which  the  disease  ravaged  the  consti¬ 
tutions  of  its  victims,  threw  them  into  despair. 
It  derided  the  remedies  of  the  School,  and  the 
most  experienced  hand  of  the  master — the  un- 
.  b  ,  happy 
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happy  patients  lost  along  with  health,  too  often 
the  nobler  parts  which  distinguish  the  sexes 
the  face  became  disfigured,  the  bony  arch  of  the 
nose,  so  necessary  to  preserve  the  symetry  of 
features,  was  destroyed — the  voice*  altered,  and 
rendered  unharmonious,  and  the  falling  in  of 
the  palate,  prevented  even  the  proper  reception 
of  food  ;  or  occasioned  it  to  be  taken  in  a 
manner  disgusting  to  spectators  and  uncomfort¬ 
able  to  the  patient. 

In  this  situation,  the  Hippocratic  Sage  varied 
this  method  of  cure  in  vain.  The  Materia 
Medica  presented  no  substance  of  the  vege¬ 
table  kingdom  endued  with  powers  equal  to 
the  task  of  counteracting  this  new  poison, 
which  produced  such  violence  in  the  human 
Trame,  Bat  what  science  was  not  equal  to, 
chance  supplied— Chemistry  then  attracted  the 
notice  of  a  few  philosophers  ;  the  mineral  king¬ 
dom  was  the  object  of  their  experiments, 
and  from  this  source,  the  hand  of  Peracelsus,  a 
physician,  selected  in  a  happy  moment  a  specific 
in  mercury  for  the  cure  of  this  new  disease,  which 
has  continued  to  maintain  its  reputation  with 
general  and  unabated  success  since  that  time. 
But  the  powers  of  mercury,  in  proportion  to  their 
.activity  in  the  cure  of  venereal  affections,  have 
been  found  in  the  same  degree  injurious  to  the 
future  health  and  constitutions  of  patients: — 
while  it  eradicates  the  seeds  of  this  disease,  and 
destroys  the  effects  of  its  poison  insinuated 

through 
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through  every  nerve  and  vein,  so  it  too  often 
lays  the  foundation  of  other  maladies  equally  to 
be  dreaded,  and  which  render  the  remainder  of 
life  uncomfortable,  and  subject  the  patient  to 
a  train  of  less  formidable,  though  distressing 
ailments,  that  reduce  him  to  the  perpetual  state 
of  an  invalid.  How  often  do  we  see  the  fiorid 
bloom  of  youth  and  beauty  for  ever  destroyed 
by  this  useful,  though  too  powerful  antidote  ? 
How  often  the  vigour  of  manhood  dragging  after 
it  a  lifeless  limb,  from  carrying  this  remedy  too 
far,  and  beyond  what  the  energies  of  the  system 
can  bear?  It  is  these  baneful  effects  of  mer¬ 
cury  which  have  brought  it  so  often  into  discre¬ 
dit,  and  allowed  artful  pretenders  to  impose 
on  the  public  with  their  pretended  nostrums, 
and  vegetable  remedies.  In  this  climate,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  well  known,  no  vegetable  remedy 
ever  could  cure  the  disease,  and  such  specifics 
as  have  been  held  out,  owed  their  powers  in- 
tirely  to  the  influence  of  mercury  secretly  and 
minutely  Introduced,  and  blended  with  them, 
for  the  purpose  of  deception.  These  are  facts 
which  cannot  be  disputed,  and  which  place  the 
specific  powers  of  the  remedy  on  a  fixed  and 
indisputable  base — hence  it  is  not  the  specific 
powers  of  mercury  that  are  to  be  called  in 
question,  it  is  cjnly  its  pernicious  effects  on 
the  constitution,  its  proving  the  bane  of  firm¬ 
ness  and  vigour  that  occasions  it  to  be  repro¬ 
bated.  Like  a  two-edged  sword,  while  it 
defends  its  possessor  against  his  antagonist,  it 
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may  also,  by  an  unguarded  stroke,  prove 
injurious  to  himself* — There  is  no  one  who 
has  ever  taken  mercury  for  any  length  of  time, 

.  -but  feels  he  is  not  the  same  man  he  was  before. 
He  experiences  sensations  to  which  he  was 
formerly  a  stranger,  shivers  at  every  breeze, 
and  is  a  weather-glass  on  every  change  of 
atmosphere. 

If  these,  then,  are  the  general  consequences 
"that  arise  from  the  use  of  mercury,  is  it  not 
i  to  be  equally  dreaded  as  the  disease ;  and 
ought  not  the  necessity  for  its  use  to  be  strongly 
avoided  ?  This,  no  doubt,  will  be  best  done 
ihj  shunning  all  intercourse  which  may  lead 
to  infection ;  but  chastity,  how  ever,  is  not  a 
virtue  of  the  present  day.  The  state  of  society, 
as  now  established,  must  necessarily  expose 
to  contagion ;  and,  contagion  once  caught, 
disease  will  follow,  unless  prevented,  as  a  na¬ 
tural  consequence.  The  prevention,  then,  of  the 
disease  is  the  great  and  leading  object  that  ought 
to  engage  the  study  of  the  physician,  and  is  a 
point  of  so  much  the  more  importance,  from  the 
time,  the  danger  and  the  future  consequences, 
which,  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances, 
and  best  treatment,  attend  the  cure.  It  is  the 
more  also  to  be  studied,  that  the  innocent  are 
apt  to  _be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  infection, 

,  equally  with  the  vicious  and  the  guilty,  who  de¬ 
serve  it.  It  is  the  conviction  of  these  truths, 
c  that  led  practitioners  early  to  attempt  the  means 

of 


of  prevention,  but  their  trials  for  this  purpose, 
generally  proceeded  on  false  principles,  and  it 
is  only  of  late  years  that  the  science  of  chemis¬ 
try  was  applied  to  the  investigation  of  the  animal 
fmids  and  similar  matter,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  draw  successful  conclusions  from  its  re— 
searches. 

Before  stating  the  particulars  of  the  present 
discovery,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  what 
others  have  done  towards  attaining  this  import¬ 
ant  object. 

The  first  principle  which  struck  physicians^ 
was,  that  the  same  antidote  which  proved  a 
cure,  should  prove  also  a  means  of  prevention. 
On  this  principle  was  first  used  as  a  preventive, 
Wash- — a  weak  solution  of  the  muriate  of  mer¬ 
cury  ;  and  w  hich,  under  the  title  of  llamiay’s 
Preventive,  has  still  a  certain  sale  to  the  present 
day.  Mercury,  however,  in  order  to  act  as  a 
specific,  must  enter  the  system,  and  circulate 
with  its  fluids  :  where  applied  topically,  it  cam 
be  useful  only  by  its  stimulant  effects,  and  can 
have  no  claim  to  any  specific  powers.  The 
same  reasoning  applies  where  it  is  used  as  an 
ointment;  and  the  advantage  is  certainly  more 
in  favour  of  the  former  than  the  latter. 

But  a  preventive  more  celebrated  than  even 
this,  has  been  the  diluted  Caustic  Alkali,  directed 
by  Sir  Wm.  Fordyce.  This  remedy  proceeds, 
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evidently,  on  the  principle  of  decomposing  the 
mucus  matter  in  which  the  poison  is  involved* 
and  thus  destroying  the  power  of  its  action.  How¬ 
ever  plausible  this  may  appear,  it  is  by  no  means 
found  to  be  the  fact,  and  the  Caustic  Alkali  by 
frequently  failing,  has  shewn  that  it  possesses  no 
specific  influence  in  counteracting  the  base,  or 
principle  of  the  contagion. 

Lime  water  has  been  employed  with  a  similar 
intention  ;  but  it  is  clear,  that  though  this  fluid 
may  act  on  the  mucus,  or  involving  matter,  it 
can  have  no  influence  on  the  peculiar  or  spe¬ 
cific  principle  which  constitutes  the  source  of 
infection. 

From  the  failure  of  acting  chemically  on 
the  poison,  the  same  effect  was  next  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  produced,  by  rendering  the 
parts  insensible,  in  some  degree,  to  its  ac¬ 
tion.  Hence,  astringest  washes,  by  harden¬ 
ing  and  corrugating  the  animal  fibre,  les¬ 
sen  its  sensibility,  and  prevent  the  action  of 
matters  upon  it,  which  depend  for  their  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  acuteness  of  feeling  and  lax  nature 
of  the  fibre.  This  principle  is  certainly,  so  far 
just,  that  the  young  and  irritable,  in  whom  the 
parts  exposed  to  venereal  contagion,  possess  a 
high  degree  of  feeling  and  delieacy,  are  the 
most  certain  victims  to  this  disease,  on  the  least 
exposure  to  its  attack  ;  while  those  in  whom  the 
solid  has  acquired  some  degree  of  rigidity  and 
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<t  lessened  sense  to  impression,  escape  the  dis~  ; 
ease  entirely,  under  circumstances  the  most, 
dangerous, and  where  thosewho  have  preceded  or 
followed  them  in  the  same  situation,  have  paid 
for  their  temerity  in  the  tainted  intercourse. 
Thus  the  acetate  of  lead,  in  solution,  and 
also  the  vitriolatfed  zine,  have  acquired  a 
reputation  as  preventives ;  and  a  dilute  so¬ 
lution  of  brandy  has  been  employed  on  the 
same  principle.  The  fact,  indeed,  is  true,  and 
applies- to  a  certain  extent; — nay,  it  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  well  known  circumstance  that  ar 
young  man,,  new  to  the  town,  and  fresh  from  * 
the  country,  is  sure  of  becoming  immediately 
infected  on  the  least  exposure;  while  the  de¬ 
bauchee,  accustomed  to  the  daily  visit  at  the 
stew,  encounters  its  dangers  without  the  smallest 
injury.  But  this  partial  safety,  which  is  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  use  of  such  preventives,  is  bought 
at  the  very  price  of  enjoyment.  T  he  pleasures 
derived  from  amorous  indulgence  are  known 
to  depend  greatly  on  the  sensibility  of  the  sur¬ 
faces  in  contact ;  and  where  this  is  lessened, 
the  degree  of  pleasure  is  proportionally  di¬ 
minished.  '  This  is  a  consideration  of  the  first 
consequence  to  the  voluptuary  ;  and  he  would 
rather  run  the  hazard  of  infection,  than  have 
his  pleasure  curtailed.  Besides,  hardening  the 
parts  in  this  manner,  is  often  attended  with 
serious  consequence ;  and  the  foundation  of 
stricture  and  other  injury,  may  be  laid  by  in¬ 
jecting 


evidently,  on  the  principle  of  decomposing  the 
mucus  matter  in  which  the  poison  is  involved, 
and  thus  destroying  the  power  of  its  action.  H  ow¬ 
ever  plausible  this  may  appear,  it  is  by  no  means 
found  to  be  the  fact,  and  the  Caustic  Alkali  by 
frequently  failing,  has  shewn  that  it  possesses  no 
specific  influence  in  counteracting  the  base,  or 
principle  of  the  contagion. 

Lime  water  has  been  employed  with  a  similar 
intention  ;  but  it  is  clear,  that  though  this  fluid 
may  act  on  the  mucus,  or  involving  matter,  it 
can  have  no  influence  on  the  peculiar  or  spe¬ 
cific  principle  which  constitutes  the  source  of 
infection. 

From  the  failure  of  acting  chemically  on 
the  poison,  the  same  effect  was  next  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  produced,  by  rendering  the 
parts  insensible,  in  some  degree,  to  its  ac¬ 
tion.  Hence,  astringest  washes,  by  harden¬ 
ing  and  corrugating  the  animal  fibre,  les¬ 
sen  its  sensibility,  and  prevent  the  action  of 
matters  upon  it,  which  depend  for  their  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  acuteness  of  feeling  and  lax  nature 
of  the  fibre.  This  principle  is  certainly,  so  far 
just,  that  the  young  and  irritable,  in  whom  the 
parts  exposed  to  venereal  contagion,  possess  a 
high  degree  of  feeling  and  delieacy,  are  the 
most  certain  victims  to  this  disease,  on  the  least 
exposure  to  its  attack  ;  while  those  in  whom  the 
solid  has  acquired  some  degree  of  rigidity  and 

a  les- 


11 


a  lessened  sense  to  impression*,  escape  the  dis-? 
ease  entirely,  under  circumstances  the  most- 
dangerous,and  where  thosewho  have  preceded  or 
followed  them  in  the  same  situation,  have  paid 
for  their  temerity  in  the  tainted  intercourse. 
Thus  the  acetate  of  lead,  in  solution,  and 
also  the  vitriolated  zine,  have  acquired  a 
reputation  as  preventives ;  and  a  dilute  so-- 
lotion  of  brandy  has  been  employed  on  the 
same  principle.  The  fact,  indeed,  is  true,  and 
applies  to  a  certain  extent; — nay,  it  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  well  known  circumstance  that  a* 
young  man,,  new  to  the  town,  and  fresh  from  * 
the  country,  is  sure  of  becoming  immediately 
infected  on  the  least  exposure;  while  the  de¬ 
bauchee,  accustomed  to  the  daily  visit  at  the 
stew,  encounters  its  dangers  without  the  smallest 
injury.  But  this  partial  safety,  which  is  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  use  of  such  preventives,  is  bought 
at  the  very  price  of  enjoyment.  The  pleasures 
derived  from  amorous  indulgence  are  known 
to  depend  greatly  on  the  sensibility  of  the  sur¬ 
faces  in  contact ;  and  where  this  is  lessened^ 
the  degree  of  pleasure  is  proportionally  di¬ 
minished.  '  This  is  a  consideration  of  the  first 
consequence  to  the  voluptuary  ;  and  he  would 
rather  run  the  hazard  of  infection,  than  have 
his  pleasure  curtailed.  Besides,  hardening  the 
parts  in  this  manner,  is  often  attended  with 
serious  consequence ;  and  the  foundation  of 
stricture  and  other  injury,  may  be  laid  by  in¬ 
jecting 


14 


former  possesses,  though  indued  with  a  certain-' 
degree  of  sensibility,  a  natural  defence  in  the 
scarp  skin,  or  outer  covering,  against  any  mat¬ 
ters  that  are  applied  ;  the  latter,  though  highly 
sensible,  in  order  that  a  similar  defence  may 
take  place  against  external  agents,  lias  its  sensi¬ 
bility  lessened  by  a  watery  or  mucus  discharge.  ■ 
These  are  the  precautions  employed  by  nature  ' 
to  prevent  injury  2  and,  in  order,  therefore,  to  the 
introduction  of  external  matters  that  prove  a- 
source  of  disease,  a  certain  excitement  must -take- 
place  on  the  surfaces  to  allow  them  to  be  insinu¬ 
ated  through  its  pores.  In  the  venerea!  inter¬ 
course,  this  excitement  takes  place  from  the  na¬ 
tural  friction  which  attends  the  act.  In  the  com¬ 
mon  skin  it  penetrates  the  porous  cuticle,  where 
the  extremities  of  the  smaller  vessels  take  it  up, 
and  the  effect  of  its  action  in  a  certain  period  is 
ulceration,  termed  a  chancre,  or  the  destruction 
and  assimulation  of  the  fluids  of  the  part. — • 
On  the  secreting  cuticle,  which  is  generally  near 
the  urethra,  the  matter  is  drawn  up  with  the 
last  drops  of  the  seminal  fluid  on  the  collapse  of 
the  parts,  and  thus  applied,  the  irritation  of  the 
urine  soon  gives  it  action,  and  occasions  in  the 
same  manner,  at  a  certain  period,  an  increased 
discharge  of  mucus,  termed  clap,  in  a  vitltiated 
and  assimilated  state. 

It  is  clear  then,  from  these  very  circum¬ 
stances,  that  mere  washing  can  have  very 
little  effect  in  the  removing  a  matter  already 
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applied,  and  insinuated  through  the  pores,  or 
lodged  in  the  passage.  It  requires  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  a  preparation  highly  subtle  and  pene¬ 
trating,  and  having  an  attraction,  or  affinity  for 
this  peculiar  principle  or  ferment,  which  ex¬ 
cites  and  propagates  the  disease.  This  sub¬ 
stance,  or  preparation,  can  only  be  procured  in 
the  fertile  combinations  of  chemistry.  We  have 
seen  that  this  science,  first  offered  in  mercury 
a  certain  specific  for  the  disease.  No  other  sub¬ 
stance  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  but  mer¬ 
cury,  will  produce  a  certain  and  lasting  cure- 
The  operation  of  mercury  cannot  be  accounted 
for  on  any  other  than  a  chemical  theory,  for 
whatever  reasoning  is  adopted,  we  cannot,  by 
substances  acting  agreeable  to  that  reasoning, 
cure  the  disease. 

The  same  arguments  that  apply  to  the 
cure,  apply  to  the  prevention ;  and,  by 
the  same  chain  of  reasoning,  I  was  led  to 
the  important  and  brilliant  discovery  1  now  pre¬ 
sent  to  the  public.  Dr.  Swedeiur  shewed,  as 
detailed  in  his  treatise  on  the  venereal  disease, 
that  clap  could  be  artificially  produced,  without 
the  venereal  matter ;  that  the  same  symptoms  in 
violence  and  duration,  could  be  excited,  and  the 
same  discharge  in  appearance  and  quantity 
created. 

Led  by  this  fact  and  others,  I  was  induced 
to  try  by  chemical  combination,  to  form  a  mat¬ 
ter 


fer  capable  of  exciting  an  action  similar  to  the- 
venereal  one,  and  of  producing  effects  equally 
specific  and  striking.  In  this,  I  happily,  after 
much  labour  and  investigation,  succeeded,  and 
from  knowing  the  principles  of  the  combination, 
I  was  thus  enabled,  by  the  addition  of  another 
body,  to  destroy  its  activity,  and  render  it  inert. 
This  addition  I  soon  found  had  the  same  power 
over  the  real  venereal  matter  as  over  the  artifi¬ 
cial  compound  I  had  formed,  and  a  Preventive 
was  thus  produced,  capable  of  insinuating  into 
the  seat  of  infection,  and  on  its  union  with  the 
infectous  principle  received,  rendering  it  mild, 
harmless,  and  inert ;  since  that  time,  now  a 
period  of  some  years,  ample  experience  has 
done  justice  to  the  discovery,  and  I  consider  it 
as  a  sacred  duty  I  owe  mankind  to  diffuse 
its  benefits,  and  prevent  the  spreading  of  a 
disease  which  saps  the  principles  of  life  and 
health,  is  the  bane  of  sexual  enjoyment,  and 
is  often  introduced  to  the  innocent,  virtuous,  and 
young,  by  the  fault  of  an  unguarded  moment 
in  their  connections,  destroying  along  with  their 
constitutions,  their  peace  of  mind  for  ever. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  for  those  who  w  ould  pluck 
the  rose  of  pleasure  without  being  injured  by  the 
thorn,  that  the  present  discovery  is  offered  to 
public  attention.  The  safety  of  the  virtuous  re- 
•  quires  the  vicious  and  the  debauchee  to  be  here 
included  in  its  protection,  and  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology  for  the  present  publication,  and  except 

it 
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it  from  those  writings  which  are  only  calculated 
to  inflame,  and  render  the  mind  more  prone  to 
licentiousness.  The  object  here  is  public  safety, 
particularly  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the 
young  and  the  gay,  who  are  in  constant  habits 
of  exposure,  and  who  are  apt  to  carry  the  de¬ 
structive  effects  of  their  folly  into  the  bosoms  of 
their  families. 

After  having  fully  completed  and  appre¬ 
ciated  this  important  discovery,  the  form  and 
manner  of  its  application  became  the  next 
object  in  order  to  its  introduction  to  general 
use.  The  form  of  a  Powder  I  considered  the 
most  useful,  and  prepared  in  this  manner,  it  can 
be  carried  about  without  inconvenience,  and 
applied  at  all  times  and  seasons.  Though  water 
is  the  most  useful  solvent,  and  allows  the  Powder 
being  diffused,  yet,  where  this  cannot  be  pro¬ 
cured,  it  may  be  dusted  on  the  parts,  when  its 
specific  influence  wall  equally  take  place. 

In  stating  the  mode  in  which  venereal  infection 
is  introduced,  it  appears  the  matter  remains  some 
time  before  its  specific  action,  is  induced,  and  its 
effects  propagated  beyond  the  original  spot  re¬ 
ceiving  it.  The  Preventive  therefore  will  be 
found  to  act  at  any  period  of  this  interval.  In 
general,  it  is  five  or  six  days,  sometimes  longer, 
before  the  disease  appears  in  the  form  of  chan¬ 
cre  or  clap  :  in  some  cases,  however,  they  have 
both  appeared  so  early  as  twelve  or  tw  enty-four 
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hours  after.  But  as  the  former  is  the  most  com- 
•■mon  term,  so  it  gives  a  latitude  for  employing 
(he  Preventive  Specific  even  days  after  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  infection.  The  sooner,  however  it  is 
'employed,  the  greater  the  certainty  of  coun¬ 
teracting  -the  influence  of  the  virus.  Hence  I 
•have  observed  it  should  be  used  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  by  doing  so,  the  mind  of  the  person 
will  be  more  apt  to  be  satisfied.  I  do  not  mean 
to  conceal  that  this  prev  n'ive  unity,  as  its 
base,  a  peculiar  preparation  of  the  specific, 
and  that  on  this  account,  mixed  with  ointment, 
(i.  e,  one  dram  and  half  with  an  ounce  of  sper¬ 
maceti  cerate)  it  will  be  even  effectual  against 
the  local  appearances  of  the  disease,  either  as 
chancre,  Buboe,  or  ulceration.  In  the  form 
of  an  injection  also  (fifteen  grains  dissolved  in 
half  a  pint  of  rose  water)  it  will  be  found 
the  best  application  for  obstinate  gleets,  ffuor 
albus,  &e. 

These  will  be  proofs  of  its  specific  powers, 
and  that  the  reputation  it  claims  is  founded  on  a 
base  not  to  be  shaken,  being  the  result  of  ana¬ 
lysis  experiment,  and  analogy  drawn  as  a  fair 
deduction  from  facts,  and  confirmed  by  observa¬ 
tion  and  experience.  The  most  certain  and 
decided  proofs  of  the  infallibility  of  this  Pre¬ 
ventive  are  now  in  possession  of  the  author  from 
some  of  the  most  respectable  characters  in  rank 
and  fortune,  but  which  the  public  must  see, 
delicacy  forbids  him  bringing  forward  on  a 
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subject  of  this  kind.  From  these  cases  it  will 
be  found,  that  the  use  of  the  remedy  had  pre¬ 
vented  any  infection  taking  place  with  persons 
who  previously  had  suffered  severely  from  the 
disease;  and  that  after  its  use  for  some  years, 
having  been  induced  from  negligence  or  other 
motives  to  give  it  up,  they  had  been  again  equally 
subject  to  infection  as  before  they  begun  its  use. 
Its  infallibility,  therefore,  they  were  brought  to 
acknowledge  from  sad  experience  in  their  own 
cases,  where  they  were  unfortunate  enough  not 
to  continue  in  the  habit  of  using  it. 

But,  as  the  author  is  so  circumstanced,  from 
motives  of  honor  and  secrecy  to  conceal  the 
verv  numerous  proofs  of  the  preventive  powers 
of  1  us  remedy  to  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  reasoning  on  such  subjects,  and  have  a  turn 
for  chemical  pursuits,  he  shall  beg  leave  to  offer 
a  few  remarks,  to  shew  bow  far  the  truth  of  what 
he  asserts  is  supported  by  analogy. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  one  acquainted  with 
chemistry,  that  the  most  virulent  poisons  of  the 
mineral  kingdom  can  be  rendered  inert,  or  ac¬ 
quire  a  mild  nature  by  the  addition  of  a  third 
body,  for  which  it  has  a  natural  affinity*  This  is 
strongly  instanced  in  tkeoxymuriate  of  mercurv, 
which  is  rendered  perfectly  tn lid,  and  loses  its 
corrosive  quality  by  the  addition  of  a  class  of 
bodies,  called  alkaline  suiphurets^  by  the  same 
means,  the  deleterious  nature  of  arsenic,  tartar 

emetic, 


emetic,  as  well  as  preparations  of  -lead,,  are 
rendered  nearly  harmless,  and  corrected  of  their 
violent  and  active  operation  on  the  human  body. 
Even  the  sulphuric  and  the  other  mineral  acids, 
in  their  concentrated  state,  are  deprived  of  the 
power  of  doing  mischief,  by  the  simple  addition 
of  magnesia,  which  converts  them  into  mild 
nautral  salts.  These  are  all  facts  which  can* 
not  be  disproved,  and  must  flash  conviction  on 
the  mind  of  every  chemical  reader.  It  is,  in¬ 
deed  to  be  regretted,  that  this  science  has  not 
paid  the  same  attention  in  its  researches  to  ani¬ 
mal  bodies  as  it  has  done  to  the  class  of  vege¬ 
table  and  mineral :  bad  it  been  so,  our  conclu¬ 
sions  on  animal  poisons  would  have  been  equally 
clear  as  they  are  on  the  other  classes  of  bodies. 
It  is  known,  however,  that  alkalies  are  a  spe¬ 
cific  remedy  for  the  poison  of  certain  venomous 
animals,  as  the  serpent,  the  adder,  &c.  This 
being  the  case,  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  the 
venereal  poison  admits  also  a  like  specific  ? 
and  the  Preventive  which  I  have  been  so  fortu¬ 
nate  as  to  propose,  possesses  this  power,  or 
peculiar  virtue  in  an  eminent  degree,  so  as  to 
be  sanctioned  by  analogy,  theory,  and  expe¬ 
rience. 


&ALL,  PRINTER,  CHARLES-COUEf  j 
STRAND,  LONDON. 


